 AUSTRALIAN VISUAL ARTS RESEARCH INFORMATION 

Planning session to be held Friday 9th May 2003

Room 510, Level 5, UNSW Library, 10.00am

AGENDA

GOAL

To establish a planning process for the Visual Arts Forum to be held at the NLA in 2004 and to make an initial attempt to identify the problems and issues involved.

1.
WHAT IS NEEDED TO SUPPORT VISUAL ARTS RESEARCH?

The difficulties encountered by researchers were highlighted at the 1995 ARLIS/ANZ conference by Pam James, an art historian at the University of Western Sydney, who presented a paper entitled Glimpsing the gaps: guerilla collections and the national network. The paper was a plea to libraries to make their collections more accessible: "The title refers to the 'gaps', the spaces that are not included in national information retrieval networks. The 'guerilla collection' refers to the parallel existence of small, independent, often anonymous collections that are, none the less, often extremely valuable resources. But they are, because of their nature, invisible.” (Pam James. Arlis/ANZ News no. 42 May 1996)

The issues include:

1.1
Lack of co-ordination in the management of Australian visual arts information resources including indexing, advisory, reference and digitisation services.  Examples:

· a visual arts directory is needed to replace Ariadne: finding art information in Australia and New Zealand, to identify 'guerilla' resources in non-digital format

· patchy coverage of art library holdings in the NBD 

· affordable access to existing Australian visual arts databases (such as AustArt and ARTEX), noting the limited purchasing ability of small libraries 

· lack of mechanisms for collaborative ventures between art libraries within Australia, particularly for managing/sharing digitised material

· a visual arts gateway, complementary to other Australian information gateways including NAVA's Visualarts.net.au, which could bring all these things together

1.2
Need for development of online information resources to support web delivery and web-based information retrieval
· Projects planned or underway but suffering from inadequate resourcing

· Valuable resources not yet even at the planning stage for online access 

· Small libraries are expending limited resources re-inventing the wheel trying to develop electronic resources with inadequate software

1.3
Other issues?

2.
CONSTRAINTS AND BARRIERS

2.1
Information technology

· need for access to software which is cheap, easily available and easily supported

· compatability of software to promote sharing of resources

· need consistent metadata standards 

2.2
Funding 

· Sources of funding? Most parent  institutions have other strategic priorities 

· Opportunities for sponsorship? 

· ARC grant? Other grants

· Support from existing NLA programs?

2.3
Scale of collaboration - interpretation of 'visual arts'?

· ARLIS/ANZ covers a broader group, including performing arts (NIDA, AFTRS), museums (Powerhouse, Australian Museum), design, architecture

· considerable cultural cross-over

· number of specialist art libraries is declining (academic amalgamations, funding cuts across the board)

· information dispersed - national, state, gallery, museum, educational, local government, special libraries in organisations

· need for a viable number of participants - share the load/benefits 

· how are various areas covered already - some existing and proposed gateways (Powerhouse planning a decorative arts/design gateway?). Museums?

· need to co-operate rather than duplicate effort

3.
PLANNING FOR THE FORUM

· process

· next steps

· timing - date and duration

· preparation

· data collection

· commissioning of discussion papers

4.
STAKEHOLDERS

4.1
Possible principal stakeholders

· Independent researchers

· Arts Libraries Society / Australian and New Zealand (ARLIS/ANZ)

· National Library of Australia

· State libraries

· National Gallery of Australia

· State gallery libraries and regional galleries

· University and College art and design libraries

· Special libraries not covered above 

· National Association of Visual Artists (NAVA)  

· Australia Council 

· Commercial database producers such as RMIT and Discovery Media 

4.2
Possible other stakeholders

· Australian Council of University Art and Design Schools  

· Art Association of Australia & New Zealand.

· Museums Australia Visual Arts and Crafts Special Interest Group

· Australian Graphic Design Association 

· Australian Institute of Professional Photographers 

· Australian Network of Arts and Technology 

· Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander Associations

· Craft Australia

· Design Institute of Australia 

· Regional Galleries Association NSW

· Others?

4.3
Geographic coverage

Limit to Australia, or include New Zealand?

5.
REVIEW OF AUSTRALIAN ELECTRONIC INFORMATION RESOURCES

5.1.
Electronic version available or in planning stage

Examples:

· NGA Research Library projects (Australian obituaries; Index to Australian art exhibitions; archive databases; auction catalogue database)

· AGNSW Research Library projects (Archibald, Wynne and Sulman Database; Exhibition Database; Press clippings project; Archival guides)

· List of Australian digitisation projects including those of  the State and National libraries, Australian War Memorial etc at http://www.nla.gov.au/libraries/digitisation/projects.html. There are many others which are not listed - see individual institution websites.

· Commercial providers


- Discovery Media - Australian Visual Arts Databases (AVAD)

- RMIT Publishing - Informit - http://www.rmitpublishing.com.au/
5.2.
Resources which should be digitised

Examples: 

· the Arts Ephemera File of the James Hardie Library of Australian Fine Arts at the State Library of Queensland;

· the Index to South Australian Art Catalogues in the Mortlock Library of South Australia;  

· the Biographical Index of the J.S Battye Library of Western Australian History;

· vertical file collection at the State Library of Victoria covering information about art exhibitions, art societies and artists' biographies;

5.3.
Resources which are likely to remain in current format because of volume, cost etc. (identified in ARLIS/ANZ survey)

6.
REVIEW OF GATEWAY PROJECTS

Australia

Visualarts.net (NAVA) - http://www.visualarts.net.au/home/
A gateway site for practising Australian visual artists and craftspeople. 

Subject Gateways involved in the Australian Subject Gateways Forum - http://www.nla.gov.au/initiatives/sg/gateways.html, particularly


- AusStage


- PictureAustralia


- AMOL


- MusicAustralia - http://www.musicaustralia.org/ (see particularly their Vision, Future development)

International

SCRAN - http://www.scran.ac.uk
Scottish "award winning history and culture website providing instant access to images, sounds, movies and learning resources. It contains over one million records from museums, galleries and archives".

CNI (Coalition for Networked Information) - http://www.cni.org

"The Coalition actively conducts an ongoing program of collaboration and advocacy to advance the development of networked information and its role in transforming organizations and scholarly activities." Collaborations include National Initiative for a Networked Cultural Heritage (NINCH) and The Computer Interchange of Museum Information (CIMI).

AHDS (Arts and Humanities Data Service) - http://ahds.ac.uk

" … a UK national service funded by the Joint Information Systems Committee and the Arts and Humanities Research Board. … The AHDS aids the discovery, creation and preservation of digital collections in the arts and humanities.

AMICO (The Art Museum Image Consortium) - http://www.amico.org/
" is an not-for-profit organization of institutions with collections of art, collaborating to enable educational use of museum multimedia". It is "a licensed digital educational resource available under subscription to universities and colleges, public libraries, elementary and secondary schools, and museums".

ARTstor - (The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation) - http://www.artstor.org
Still at planning stage. An image database for educational purposes.

Imageline - IFLA (an international Web gateway to be collaboratively developed by the members of the IFLA Section of Art Libraries) - feasibility report 2002
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